
  

    

  
 

HISTORY DEPARTMENT 
Course Descriptions 2016-2017 

 
The History Department requires that each student take 3 credits on the high school level.  
Required courses include World History, Modern World History, U.S. Government and U.S. History. 
 
Students must have a minimum final average of A (93) to move from CP1 to Honors. To remain  
in an Honors level course, students must maintain at least a C+ (77) average. 
 
(211) World History Honors       Year  1 Credit 
This survey course traces civilization in traditional Western societies as well as the Middle East, China, 
Japan, and India, from the 5th to the mid-19th Century. Topics include feudalism, the Crusades, 
Muhammad and the Islamic Empire, Chinese Dynastic rule, Indus River Valley, Renaissance and 
Reformation, Age of Exploration, Absolutism in Europe, the Enlightenment, French Revolution, 
Napoleon and the Congress of Vienna, and the European Industrial Revolution. Particular attention is 
paid to the importance, development, and impact of religion in the various areas of study including 
Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism. Skills in note-taking, outlining, essay writing, 
and primary source analysis will be developed and reinforced. Students will create an Annotated 
Bibliography in preparation to completing a thesis-driven research paper using MLA formatting, during 
the second, third, and fourth marking periods. Students will also learn to evaluate the reliability of 
internet resources during the research process. In addition to unit examinations, the course utilizes 
Infographics, student debate, oral and multi-media presentations, simulations, blogs, DBQ’s, dramatic 
readings, creative writing assignments, and author visits. 
 
(212) World History (CP1)       Year  1 Credit 
This survey course traces civilization in western European societies as well as the Middle East and 
Asia, from the 5th through the mid-19th Century. Students explore the effects of political, social, 
economic and religious events from various historical periods, including the Middle Ages, Islamic 
Empire, Japanese feudalism, Chinese Dynasties, Mongol invasions and conquests that spanned the 
Asian continent, the influence of the Renaissance and Reformation, European Monarchies, the French 
Revolution, and the Industrial Revolution. Skill development in note-taking, outlining, test taking, and 
geography and mapping are emphasized and reinforced throughout each unit, with a strong emphasis 
on essay writing. Students also learn how to analyze primary and secondary source documents as well 
as research methods necessary to complete a research paper. Special attention is paid to the 
identification of credible internet sources and the development of computer research skills. 
 
 
(241) Modern World History Honors     Semester .5 Credit 
(Prerequisite: History 211 or minimum final average of A (93) in History 212)  
This course is a survey of 19th, 20th and 21st Century forces of globalization on traditional Western and 
non-Western societies. Students examine the impact and influence of the Industrial Revolution, 
Western Imperialism, WWI, Communist Revolutions, Interwar, WWII, Decolonization, Cold War, and 
the European Union on Asia, Africa, and the Middle East and why these regions struggle for stability 
today. Although the course is organized chronologically, students focus on several themes throughout 
the year, paying particular attention to social, political, economic, philosophical, and cultural changes. 
Essay writing, collaborative note-taking, research, solution based projects, debating, geography skills 
and synthesis of viewpoints from primary sources are emphasized. Special attention is paid to the 
development of Internet information gathering skills with a particular focus on the identification of 
credible sources. 
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(242) Modern World History (CP1)      Semester .5 Credit 
(Prerequisite: History 211 or 212)  
This course is a survey of 19th, 20th and 21st Century forces of globalization on traditional Western and 
non-Western societies. Students examine the impact and influence of Western Imperialism on Africa 
and China. In conjunction with the unit on WWI, students read All Quiet on the Western Front. Students 
then study Karl Marx and the Communist Manifesto, and the Communist Revolutions. This is followed 
by the Interwar Years, the communist and fascist dictators and WWII.  The semester ends with a unit 
on the Cold War, the study of the continuous struggle for stability in the Middle East and finally a unit 
about the ongoing struggles between the Western and Islamic worlds.  Essay writing, note-taking, 
research for solution based projects, geography skills and analysis of primary sources are emphasized. 
Special attention is paid to the development of Internet information gathering skills with a particular 
focus on the identification of credible sources. 
 
(2221) United States Government Honors     Semester .5 Credit 
(Prerequisite: History 211 or minimum average of A (93) in History 212)  
This course provides students with an introduction to the development of the American government 
focusing on the executive, legislative, and judicial branches and examines the United States’ legal 
system and constitutional history with special emphasis on the application of the Bill of Rights in recent 
years. Mock trials and historic Supreme Court decisions will be used to develop an in-depth 
understanding of the historical background and present-day constitutional controversy over such topics 
as free speech, censorship, affirmative action, and the rights of the accused. Students continue to 
refine research gathering, outlining, and note-taking skills and develop the skills necessary to complete 
a research paper. Use of iPads with varied applications, current events and political projects are utilized 
in this course. 
 
(2222) United States Government (CP1)     Semester .5 Credit 
(Prerequisite: History 211 or 212)  
This course is a survey of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of government and a study of 
democracy in action.  Students learn about the roles, the people and the decision making process for 
each branch of government.  The students then apply their foundation of knowledge as they study each 
of these departments in action as current events unfold. Students also examine the creation of the 
United States government with special emphasis on the Declaration of Independence, The Constitution, 
and the Bill of Rights including the application of knowledge of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights as 
applied to landmark Supreme Court Cases and important Supreme Court decisions that have been 
made in recent years. Students continue to refine essay writing, note-taking, research for solution 
based projects, U.S. political geography skills and analysis of primary sources. Special emphasis is 
placed on the development of Internet information gathering skills with a particular focus on the 
identification of credible sources. 
 
(2301) United States History Advanced Placement - UConn ECE Year  1 Credit 
UConn Course Number HIST1501 and HIST1502 
(Prerequisite: minimum final average of B- (80) in History 2211or minimum average of A- (90) when 
averaging final grades in History 2221 and History 241.)   
This course allows students the opportunity to learn to think like historians.  Beginning in the colonial 
period and concluding with modern day America, students will develop the ability to think conceptually 
about United States History. Designed to challenge disciplined students who demonstrate talent and 
interest in history, this course provides students the opportunity to analyze historical evidence, identify 
patterns and connect them to larger historical themes, and synthesize evidence from primary sources 
and secondary works. Through the use of rigorous college-level readings, students will be challenged 
to develop and apply a deep knowledge base upon which to write expository essays analyzing 
historical contexts. An annotated bibliography, based on independent research, is required. AP U.S. 
History is designed to be a two-semester introductory college or university history course.  Students 
should be aware of the heightened expectations, effort, and commitment required to achieve success in 
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an Advanced Placement course. There are weekly homework assignments including reading, writing, 
researching and analyzing documents. Students should expect to spend 2-3 hours per week outside of 
class on course work. The course also includes a summer assignment from the text and a summer 
reading book with a test on the first day of class. Students may elect to take this course for UConn 
credit. Students are required to take the Advanced Placement examination in the spring. 
 
(231) United States History Honors     Year  1 Credit 
(Prerequisite: History 2211,a minimum average of C+(77) when averaging final grades in History 241 
and 2221, or minimum average of A (93) and when averaging final grades in History 2222 and History 
242.) Open to juniors and seniors. 
This survey course starts with the formation and challenges of the early republic and moves throughout 
the history of America into modern day. Emphasis will be placed on social, political, economic, and 
domestic and foreign policies, efforts and impacts. The course integrates analytical reading and writing 
skills while exploring and examining the major topics covered in U.S. History.  Students are required to 
evaluate primary sources, and varying points of view offered in texts as well as in current events. 
Students must also analyze political cartoons, movies and literary works throughout the year to help 
them build a holistic understanding of history and the impact of these events.  Multi-media projects, 
class discussions, debates and the use of iPads with varied applications will be utilized in this course. 
In addition, students complete a comprehensive research paper which they will chose a topic of choice 
on an area of American study. Emphasis will be placed throughout the year on conducting research, 
evaluating the authenticity of sources, integrating research into the students own commentary while 
practicing proper ethics for citations. 
 
(232) United States History (CP1)      Year  1 Credit 
(Prerequisite: History 242) Open to juniors and seniors.  
This survey course integrates analytical reading and writing skills while exploring and examining the 
major topics covered in U.S. History.  Students are required to evaluate primary sources, and varying 
points of view offered in texts as well as in current events.  Multi-media projects, class discussions, 
debates and the use of iPads with varied applications will be utilized in this course. In addition, students 
complete a comprehensive research paper which they will chose a topic of choice on an area of 
American study. Emphasis will be placed throughout the year on conducting research, evaluating the 
authenticity of sources, integrating research into the students own commentary while practicing proper 
ethics for citations. 
 
(2211) European History Advanced Placement – UConn ECE  Year  1 Credit 
UConn Course Number HIST1400 
(Prerequisite: minimum final average of B- (80) in History 2301 or minimum average of A- (90) when 
averaging final grades in History 2221 and History 241 or minimum of B (83) in History 231.) Open to 
juniors and seniors. 
Students take on the role of historians as they investigate cultural, economic, political, and social 
developments from the High Renaissance through the examination of Europe’s current position in the 
world. These focus areas provide context for understanding the development of contemporary 
institutions, the role of continuity and change in present-day society and politics, and the evolution of 
current forms of artistic expression and intellectual discourse. Synthesis of conflicting viewpoints 
through the analysis of primary and secondary sources is emphasized. In order to cover the required 
College Board curriculum and be prepared for the exam, there will be a summer assignment and 
homework assignments that are due shortly after returning from breaks. Students should plan on 1 to 2 
hours of homework per hour in class – this includes prep time for tests, dbqs, projects, readings and 
study questions/notes.  Students may elect to take this course for UConn credit. Students are required 
to take the Advanced Placement examination in the spring.  
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(251)  Economics Honors – UConn ECE     Semester .5 Credit 
UConn Course Number ECON1000 
Open to juniors and seniors 
This is an elective designed to approximate a college level course in microeconomic, macroeconomic, 
and Global economic theory and issues. Students are introduced to the economic way of thinking. The 
course explores the ideas and concepts of opportunity cost, supply and demand, how markets work (or 
fail to work), how people and firms make economic decisions (thinking at the margin), government 
intervention and its effects, market structures (monopoly, perfect competition, monopolistic competition, 
oligopoly), monetary and fiscal policy, unemployment, the business cycle, GDP and its components, the 
US banking system, absolute advantage vs. comparative advantage, international trade, protectionism, 
and globalization. Students participate in a stock market simulation during the entire semester. 
Research, debate, presentation and writing skills in economics are emphasized. Students may elect to 
take this course for UConn credit. 
 
(291) Current Issues Honors      Semester  .5 Credit 
Open to seniors. 
The goal of this seminar is to have open discussions of political and social issues and raise awareness 
of current world events. Students will explore not only the events of the day but also their relationship to 
their government, their rights, and the world in which they live. Students will explore these relationships 
in a skill based environment, where they will develop mastery of the following skills to assist their 
exploration: reading comprehension, written communication, oral communication, critical analysis, 
research, and understanding viewpoints of others. As a skills based class student assessment will be 
on the development of these skills as applied to the content of the course.  Classroom discussion, 
presentation skills and critical thinking skills are stressed.  
 
(272) Current Issues (CP1)        Semester  .5 Credit 
Open to seniors. 
This course follows the curriculum of the Current Issues honors course. Assessments are modified. 
 
(281) Global Studies Honors      Semester .5 Credit 
Open to juniors and seniors.  
This is an elective course that focuses on the history and culture of areas of Asia, Africa, and the 
Middle East focusing on China, Japan, India, Sub-Saharan Africa including South Africa, Saudi Arabia, 
Iraq and Afghanistan giving students a deeper awareness of the world around them. This is a project-
based class with no exams. Each unit requires students to complete an extensive multi-media 
presentation. Several unit projects require successful student collaboration. Several themes are 
prevalent throughout the course including Pollution, Human Trafficking, Children at Risk, Aids, 
Terrorism, Water, Political and Economic Instability, and Religion. In addition, students complete a 
comprehensive portfolio and film project that runs the entire semester in which they choose a global 
issue, propose and develop real world solutions. Each unit includes readings from various texts and 
outside resources. Students must also summarize and offer opinions on assigned current events for 
each unit. Analytical skills, synthesis of conflicting viewpoints, and conducting research are emphasized 
in this course. 
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(282) Global Studies (CP1)       Semester .5 Credit 
Open to juniors and seniors.  
This is an elective course that focuses on the history and culture of areas of Asia, Africa, and the 
Middle East focusing on China, Japan, India, Sub-Saharan Africa including South Africa, Saudi Arabia, 
Iraq and Afghanistan giving students a deeper awareness of the world around them. Each year an 
additional area of study will be added to the course to reflect modern developments in the region. This 
is a project-based class with no exams. Each unit includes readings from various texts and outside 
resources. Students must also summarize and offer opinions on assigned current events for each unit. 
Analytical skills, synthesis of conflicting viewpoints, and conducting research are emphasized in this 
course. Each unit requires students to complete an extensive multi-media presentation. Emphasis is 
placed on research, class discussions and student collaboration. In addition, students complete a 
comprehensive portfolio and film project that runs the entire semester in which they choose a global 
issue, propose and develop real world solutions. Several themes are prevalent throughout the course 
including Pollution, Human Trafficking, Children at Risk, Aids, Terrorism, Water, Political and Economic 
Instability, and Religion. 
 
(261) Women’s Studies Honors        Semester .5 Credit 
Current Global Empowerment and Awareness           
Open to juniors and seniors.  
This is a one-semester elective course. Students take on the role of investigators to examine how 
current women are making contributions that either empower them or make the world aware of 
injustices to them both globally and nationally from political, social, economic, religious, scientific, and 
artistic viewpoints. This is a project-based course with a class portfolio depicting collaborative research 
collections from websites and assessments/blogs. Students debate and discuss the researched 
information. Students further develop their skills in evaluating Internet sources, research, attribution and 
writing; recognizing point of view, historiography, rhetoric, propaganda, and metaphors; as well as 
strategizing to make a difference. 
 
(262) Women’s Studies (CP1)      Semester .5 Credit 
Open to juniors and seniors.  
This course follows the curriculum of the Women’s Studies honors course. Assessments are modified. 


