
 

 
 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
Course Descriptions 2016-2017 

 
The English Department requires that all students take four credits of English. The normal sequence 
includes English 1, English 2, English 3, and English 4. Advanced Placement options may replace English 
3 and English 4 for qualified students. 
 
Students must have a minimum final average of A (93) to move from CP1 to Honors. To remain in 
an Honors level course, students must maintain at least a C+ (77) average. 
 
(111) English 1 Honors - Language and Literary Genres   Year 1 Credit  
Freshmen Honors students examine a variety of literature including the Victorian novels Great 
Expectations, which is the summer reading, and Jane Eyre, which students read the first quarter.  This 
tandem reading unit addresses the intertextuality of these two novels of orphans who must overcome 
great obstacles. After four tests that include five-paragraph essays, the Jane Eyre unit culminates in an 
analytical essay that explores the significance of the use of allusions in the novel and a student-generated 
game based partially on the novel and partially on one aspect of Victorian life.  In addition, the 
Shakespearean drama The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, short stories which include Poe’s “The Cask of 
Amontillado,” and poetry all delve into the question of what it means to be human.  At this level, students 
spend time relating literary themes and motifs to their own lives as well as to the contemporary world to 
better recognize that literature has varied “real world applications.”  They also learn literary techniques 
employed in each genre. Analysis through in-class discussion, writing, and technology helps hone critical 
thinking skills. Moreover, writing is emphasized throughout the year. Honor students  generate thesis 
statements that they develop into full-length essays. In all writing assignments, students learn critical 
writing skills such as: how to extrapolate material to form original ideas from research, to use both direct 
and indirect quotes, to properly cite material, and to format a Works Cited page using MLA formatting 
style. Students review basic grammar to improve usage in speaking and writing, and consider vocabulary 
in context from works covered. Honors classes are student-centered in a variety of ways that evolve each 
year; debates, skits, dramatic readings, student-generated games and contests, Socratic seminars, and 
technology enhance content. Students develop leadership skills by directing the class through smaller 
assignments such as homework, worksheets, handouts, as well as larger ones such as in-depth 
discussions of literature. 
 
(112) English 1 (CP1) - Language and the Elements of Literature Year 1 Credit   
Freshman college prep students explore a multitude of genres including the short story, the novel, the 
play, and poetry. Students work independently and collaboratively to recognize literary techniques utilized 
in each. Analysis through discussion, writing, and technology enhances critical thinking skills. Students 
study grammar including the parts of speech, sentences patterns, and usage to improve their oral and 
written skills.  After examining different parts and qualities of an excellent paragraph, students craft full- 
length analysis essays.  Students also learn how to research, how to use direct quotes, how to cite 
material, and how to format a Works Cited page. Students broaden their active vocabulary through 
selected exercises. Major works examined in this course are The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, "The 
Cask of Amontillado," and The House on Mango Street. The summer reading assignment is the 
contemporary novel, Before We Were Free. 
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(121) English 2 Honors - Sophocles to Shakespeare   Year  1 Credit 
(Prerequisite: English 111-English 1 Honors) 
Come journey through the world of myth as we embark on a study of the archetypical hero and examine 
the every-evolving role a hero plays in society.  Students begin coursework with an overview of Greek 
mythology and examine the various characteristics of the heroic pattern.  Students at this level read Homer’s 
Odyssey—in its entirety—and write a comprehensive literary analysis paper examining various critical aspects of the 
heroic quest.  Additionally, students will study ancient Greek drama and the emergence of the tragic hero in 
Sophocles’ Oedipus. In the spring, students will closely study the Shakespearean comedy, A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, and end the year with a look at a contemporary tragic hero in a critical analysis of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The 
Great Gatsby.  Overall, this coursework is designed to create a student appreciation for literature and language, 
while instilling the foundation for future writing, research, and critical thinking endeavors.  Through student-
initiated projects and technology, students will become more proficient with grammar, elevated syntax, interpretive 
and analytical writing, vocabulary, and independent discovery.  Summer reading assignments include Doyle’s 
classic Hound of the Baskervilles, and the modern novel, The Guernsey Literary Potato Peel Society. 
 
(122) English 2 (CP1) - The Hero’s Journey    Year  1 Credit 
(Prerequisite: English 112—English 2 CP1) 
 This course takes students along on the hero’s journey, as we read adventures from Shakespeare (A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream), classical mythology (the Odyssey), Arthurian legend (Idylls of the King), and 
contemporary novels (The Secret Life of Bees) for their literary significance and cultural insight.  Students 
review their knowledge and understanding of literary elements from the summer reading (Dinner at the 
Homesick Restaurant) and build and demonstrate their skills through discussion, quizzes and tests, 
presentations, and projects. Emphasis is on the craft of writing, including principles of grammar, usage, 
and mechanics,  sentence structure, vocabulary, and application of skills to essays of literary analysis.  
 
(1501) English Language and Composition Advanced Placement       Year               1 Credit 
(Prerequisite: English 121-English 2H with a minimum final average of a B+/87) 
This college-level course taught to juniors, focuses on the four modes of discourse—exposition, 
argument, narration, and description—and closely analyzes a wide variety of American authors within an 
historical framework, examining the reciprocal relationship between critical reading and fluent writing.  
Classwork is rigorous and demanding and students, on average, compose more than 30 individual written 
works, including arguments, rhetorical analyses, and timed synthesis essays.  The course stresses 
inferential skills, careful analysis of literary techniques, and critical thinking and writing.  Emphasis is 
placed on the writing process, with each student producing an average of 250 pages of written work, 
including outlines, original drafts, revised drafts, and final compositions.  By exploring the structure and 
stylistic conventions of a range of nonfiction essays, students examine the nuances of diction, syntax, 
tone, imagery, and organizational patterns.  In Socratic-styled seminars, faculty lectures, and group 
presentations, we focus on the genre of nonfiction from the American Puritan period through 
contemporary essayists like Annie Dillard, Chet Raymo, David Sedaris, Anna Quindlen, Bill Bryson, Judy 
Brady, Russell Baker, George Orwell, Virginia Woolf, and E.B. White, among others.  Coursework begins 
with an extensive summer assignment.  Introductory reads of Maxine Hong Kingston’s The Woman 
Warrior: A Girlhood among Ghosts and Eudora Welty’s “One Writer’s Beginnings,” allow for critical 
annotation and in-depth rhetorical analysis papers.  Classwork will be assigned over breaks as 
necessary.  Students also practice AP-style multiple choice and timed, free response essay questions in 
preparation for the national exam.  Students are required to take the Advanced Placement examination in 
the spring. 
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(131) English 3 Honors - The American Experience                               Year               1 Credit 
(Prerequisite: English 121—English 2 H) 
This course is a chronological survey of American literature that situates texts within major movements 
and time periods. After discussing the summer reading, Edith Wharton’s The House of Mirth, we will read 
the Native Americans and Puritans, The Crucible and The Scarlet Letter.  Major literary units will cover 
rationalism, romanticism, transcendentalism, Whitman and Dickinson, realism, The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn, modernism, and we conclude with a modern drama, The Glass Menagerie. The primary 
form of writing will be analytical essays, both short and long, that encourage close reading and 
occasionally the high-level skill of considering not only what a text means but also how it creates that 
meaning. Additionally we will explore a range of rhetorical devices in a lab-like setting that has students 
incorporate them into original work, and we will connect our textual themes and motifs to the 
contemporary world. An analysis paper on The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is required. 
 
(132) English 3 (CP1) – The American Journey in Literature          Year                    1 Credit        
(Prerequisite: English 121—English 2 H or 122—English 2 CP1) 
English 3 is a yearlong seminar on American Literature, the foundation English class for students at the 
college preparatory level. After discussing the summer reading, Fahrenheit 451, we proceed through 
American literature chronologically and look to draw connections between major movements. We cover 
the following classic authors: Bradstreet, Edwards, Poe, Emerson, Thoreau, Chopin, London, Whitman, 
Dickinson, Frost, Faulkner, and Hemingway. The following works are read in their entirety: The Crucible, 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Ethan Frome, and The Great Gatsby. Lectures will supplement student 
readings, and students will give both individual and group presentations. Students will write in a variety of 
forms, including poetry and memoir, but the emphasis will be on expository and argumentative writing that 
readies them for college. An analysis paper on The Crucible is required. 
 
(1342) Introduction to Film Studies (CP1)                                                Semester       .5 Credit 
Open to juniors and seniors. 
This one-semester elective introduces students to the basic concepts and language of film analysis, and 
to fundamental movie genres and characters, for example, crime drama (The Godfather), family drama 
(To Kill a Mockingbird), thrillers (The Night of the Hunter) musicals (Victor/Victoria), and documentary 
(Grizzly Man). Emphasis is on the development of cinema literacy and analysis of the principles of 
photography, composition, movement, sound and music, costume and makeup, and editing.  Students will 
demonstrate understanding of film technique in quizzes and tests, written responses, oral presentations, 
and projects.  
  
(1432) Film and Culture (CP1)       Semester       .5 Credit 
Open to juniors and seniors 
This one-semester elective is designed for students who wish to closely examine visual-both still and 
moving- representations of ideology and culture. We will consider technique and social context of visual 
art and develop critical sensitivity to content, tone, and form.  Possible subjects include women and 
gender, youth and coming-of-age, social justice, authority and power, crime and punishment, class, and 
education.  Students will demonstrate understanding through discussion, quizzes and tests, written 
essays, presentations and projects. Intro to Film Studies is NOT a prerequisite for this elective. 
 
(1361) Modern Literature 1 Honors                                                           Semester       .5 Credit 
(Prerequisite: English 121 or 131) Open to juniors and seniors. 
This elective is designed for students who not only love to read but for students who wish to analyze both 
life and literature through novels and plays. At the Honors level, students read The Awakening by Kate 
Chopin, A Separate Peace by John Knowles, and One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey. In 
addition, Honors students read a companion piece for each novel – A Doll’s House is the companion 
piece to The Awakening; Lord of the Flies is the companion piece to A Separate Peace; and finally, if time 
permits, Sometimes a Great Notion by Ken Kesey as a companion piece to One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest. Honors students should be aware that the companion pieces are read independently after the class 
novel is finished. The companion novel is assessed through the Socratic Seminar. The Honors course is 
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recommended for students who love to read and who have time to complete the companion novel in a 
short amount of time. Students electing this course need to be aware that there is a reading assignment 
each night. Tests are analytical writing assignments so that students can explore the depths of the novels. 
Projects for each assignment are technology based and explore real-world issues.  This course is a must 
in order to explore iconic literary works that are often alluded to in college classrooms. 
 
(136) Modern Literature 1 (CP1)                                                                Semester       .5 Credit 
Open to juniors and seniors. 
This elective is designed for students who wish to analyze both life and literature through the novel. 
Reading improves critical thinking skills and increases comprehension. College Prep students read three 
novels: The Awakening by Kate Chopin, A Separate Peace by John Knowles, and One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey. Students electing this course need to be aware that there is a reading 
assignment each night. Tests are analytical writing assignments so that students can explore the depths 
of the novels. Projects for each assignment are technology based and explore real-world issues. This 
course is a must in order to explore iconic literary works that are often alluded to in college classrooms. 
  
(1371) Modern Literature 2 Honors                                                           Semester       .5 Credit 
(Prerequisite: English 121—English 2 H or English 131—English 3 H) Open to juniors and seniors. 
Like Modern Literature 1 Honors, the focus continues to be placed on contemporary philosophical thought 
in literature – the novel, in particular. The novels read are The Color Purple by Alice Walker, A Catcher in 
the Rye by J.D. Salinger. The companion novel for A Catcher in the Rye is Franny and Zooey by J.D. 
Salinger. The last unit will focus on short fiction: students will choose a short story that they present 
interactively to the class; their presentation will include: vocabulary, background or context, questions, 
and personal response. All or most of the presentation must be interactive and technology based. Group 
projects, student presentations, and other student-centered work as well as analytical writing assignments 
are used to analyze the literature. Modern Literature 1 Honors is not a prerequisite in order to take 
Modern Literature 2 Honors. Students complete the course work of English 137 and are required to 
complete additional independent outside reading.  This course is a must in order to explore iconic literary 
works that are often alluded to in college classrooms. 
 
(137) Modern Literature 2 (CP1)                                                                Semester       .5 Credit 
Open to juniors and seniors. 
Like Modern Literature 1 CP, the focus continues to be placed on contemporary philosophical thought in 
literature – the novel, in particular. The novels read are The Color Purple by Alice Walker, A Catcher in 
the Rye by J.D. Salinger. The last unit will focus on short fiction: students will choose a short story that 
they present interactively to the class; their presentation will include: vocabulary, background or 
context, questions, personal response, and real-world connections.  All or most of the presentation must 
be interactive and technology based.  Group projects, student presentations, and other student-centered 
work as well as analytical writing assignments are used to analyze the literature. Modern Literature 1 is 
not a prerequisite in order to take Modern Literature 2. Students complete the course work of English 137 
and are required to complete additional independent outside reading.  This course is a must in order to 
explore iconic literary works that are often alluded to in the college classroom. 
 
(1601) English Lit and Comp Advanced Placement Year 1 Credit  
(Prerequisite: English 1501—English Lang AP with a minimum final average of B- (80) or English 131— 
English 3 H with a minimum final average of B+ (87) Open to seniors.  
Designed for seniors who are motivated, disciplined, and willing to engage in complex and profound work, 
this rigorous course emphasizes analytic and critical reading and writing. The course load begins over the 
summer months with two independent reads – Wuthering Heights and The Kite Runner. Students receive 
a summer reading essay assignment on one of the two works and complete their first analytical essay—
due the first day of class. Although the course includes several works by non-English authors, for 
example, John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath, Toni Morrison’s Beloved, and Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s 
100 Years of Solitude, the bulk of the fictional work is British. Emphasis is on close examination, 
discussion, and writing to understand, explain, and evaluate techniques in structure and style in both 
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prose and poetry. Classwork will be assigned over breaks as necessary.  Students also practice AP-style 
multiple choice and essay questions to prepare for the examination in the spring. Students are required to 
take the Advanced Placement exam in the spring.  
 
(141) English 4 Honors – Man, Monster, & Meaning  - The British Tradition  Year      1 Credit 
(Prerequisite: English 131—English 3 H) 
The English 4 Honors curriculum is taught at an accelerated pace and with studied intellectual depth to 
cover the major literary movements of the British tradition, from its earliest roots in Celtic and Anglo-
Saxon poetry, to the playwrights and sonneteers of the English Renaissance, to the major poets of the 
Romantic and Victorian era.  Summer reading selections of Rebecca and Far From the Madding Crowd 
are the foundation of a summer writing assignment.  Through a yearlong introspective, we analyze classic 
and contemporary authors that include: the Beowulf scop, Chaucer, Blake, Byron, Wordsworth, Keats, 
Shakespeare, Shelley, Yeats, Milton, Pope, and Woolf, among others.  Major reads include: Beowulf, The 
Canterbury Tales, Macbeth, King Lear, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, and Frankenstein.  The seminar is 
organized by small group and individual presentations, with Honors-level students garnering the 
responsibility to supplement teacher lectures with independent reading and research.  Writing structures 
for all modes of discourse are explored and practiced to ensure that students are confident and adept at 
college-caliber analysis and argument.  Major papers of literary analysis are assigned for The Canterbury 
Tales, Macbeth, and Frankenstein.   
 
(142) English 4 (CP1) - Man, Monster and Meaning in the British Tradition Year 1 Credit 
(Prerequisite: English 131—English 3 H or 132—English 3 CP1) 
What a piece of work is man!” (Hamlet 2.2.303). Marvel with Shakespeare, rebel with Wordsworth, and 
debate with Jane Austen as we explore the complexities of the human spirit throughout the year.  A 
chronological study of British literature, this course challenges students to examine their relationship with 
the world, with nature, and with themselves, as they read and study classics from the English literary 
canon. Works read include: Beowulf, selections from The Canterbury Tales, poetic translations of 
Arthurian legend, Hamlet, various Shakespearean sonnets, Romantic poetry, Frankenstein, and Pride 
and Prejudice. Additionally, students are introduced to the mystery genre with a summer read of Agatha 
Christie’s And Then There Were None. Particular attention is paid to close reading and comprehension of 
difficult texts as seniors ready themselves for college-level course work. Students will have ample 
opportunities throughout the year to develop and synthesize their understanding of literature, its historical 
context, and its relevance in today’s world. Students will continue to hone their writing skills as they write 
various pieces of literary analysis and develop and craft a literary analysis paper on Mary Shelley’s 
Frankenstein. 


